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PERSONS OF SPANISH ORIGIN IN THE UNITED STATES: MARCH 1976

prewrit; advance data on seleLted social,
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alai A more detailrol report on the charac-

ter ttn I! for thcoming.

it I I MIlliint1 persons of Spanish origin in
unitrd State; in March 1976, with an estimated 6.6

nolloin id mem nioorting Mexican origin and 1.8 million
ing Poen to Rican origin. The total number of persons

if Ctib,on ()twin MIS estimated at about 700,000, and
periami, ;in Cordial or South American origin at 800,000.
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',domino; !one mainly 1 measure of the variations that
ioa in by Urania. because ; sample rather than a complete

en.arreidriwi in ilSed to survey the population. Thus,
because of sampling error, the estimate of the number of

if p,iniivh on girl presented in this report deter-
mine', interval of condolence. For example, if a complete

rif ,amplin survey had been taken in March
.19/6, ;Ho'. ale 118 chance; out of 100 (one standard error)
mat the Hal; would show tat( il number of persons of
511,111101 qni ..7,hin the range of 10.8 to 11.4 million
pen-am; ianei I I, ,iinl 95 chance; out of 100 (two standard
,i11,110 H.C. Wiildd be between 10.5 and
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,ifi'l)Writ; of CoMparlson between
,tanianeally significant at the two standard

iirror !even that there are 95 chances out of 100
110 oil! Ii ?O'n that difference specified in the text
;(ini diffi'li!Mini. in Iht, pOpulation.

lb, 1,a1arch 1076 CPS there were 2.5 million
ei. ';.', thin United States. Most of
,ii t 1,11.1 'lin m metropolitan areas with the

central cities of these areas; thus,
ii, if LH:Hiles of Spamsh origin-84 percent of

. Inn 1,imilin"; were living Irl metropolitan
h!'n marked residential preference

ni. of Spanish origin families. For
ina fan, origin, the majority of whom

H ,if the United States particularly in
f1e1'ni. if California, Colorado, New Mexico,

mole pal hal to residence outside of
han were- families of Puerto Rican

origin. About 23 percent of all Mexican families in the
United States lived in a nonmetropolitan area compared to
only 3 percent of all Puerto Rican families (table 2).

The Spanish origin population is a young population
relative to the overall population; for example, the median
age of persons of Spanish origin in March 1976 was 20.9
years compared to a medinm of 28.9 years for the overall
population. Furthermore, a5out 13 percent of all persons
of Spanish origin were under 5 years of age, but only aoout
7 percent of the total United States population was under 5
years of age (table 3).

The March 1976 survey indicated that the proportion of
single men of Spanish origin is higher than the proportion
of single women of Spanish originthis may be because
men, in general, usually marry at a later.age than women.
Furthermore, women of Spanish origin were much more
likely to be divorced or widowed than were men of Spanish
crigin; one reason for this is that men are more likely to
remarry than women (table 4),

The overall population was ahead of the Spanish origin
population in educational attainment. Ab 1-;4 percent of
all persons 25 years old and over we qh school
graduates; 39 percent of Spanish origin persor /ears old
and over had achieved that level of education. Fr. 'iermore,
although only about 4 percent of all persons 25 years old
and over in the United States had completed less than 5
years of school, about 19 percent of all persons of Spanish
origin had completed less than 5 years of school.

Differences in educational level were ako apparent
among categories of Spanish origin persons. For example,
the Mexican origin category had the highest proportion
with less than 5 years of school completed; in contrast, a
greater proportion of Cuban origin persons, 52 percent, had
completed 4 years of high school or more than had Mexican
or Puerto Rican origin persons, 33 percent and 30 percent,
respectively (table 51.

The labor force participation rate (the percent of the
noninstitutional population 16 years old and over

that is in the labor force) was 77 percent for Spanish origin
men. The rate vaned, however, between men of certain
Spanish origin groups; for example, Puerto Rican men had a
lower labor force participation rate (67 perOntl than did
men of Mexican origin (79 percent).

Approximately 43 percent of Spanish origin women 16
years old and over were in the lalior force as of March
1976, and, like PLAIN to Rican men relative to Mexican men,
Puorto Rican women had a lower labor force participation
rate- 31 percent-than did women of Mexican origin, 44
lwronnt.
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Figure 1. Number of Persons of Spanish Origin by
Type of Spanish Origin: March 1976
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In March 19/6, there were substantially more employed
Spanish origin MOH 01,01 tnpkwed Spanish or 'gin women;
about 2.2 million men ot Spanish origin were employed
compared to kout 1.3 millioo Spanish origin women. The
unemployment rate for men Spanish origin at 11

percent, however, WdS Oot statistically significant from that
of Spanish oriq,n WOInen, 13 percfmt.

Among all employed Spanish origin nien, the most
prevalent occupatior: was that of Operative, including
transportation. But amonq selected categories of Spanish
origin nwn, occupational differences occurred; for example:

Albstaritially greater proportion of Mexican origin men
were employed as farm workers--8 percent-- than were
Puerto Rican Men-3 percent-or men of other Spanish
origin combined, 1 percimt (tables 6 and 7).

In 19-75, median income' of men of Spanish origin was
$6,800, thotit double the median income of Spanish origin
women, at $3,200. Although only 37 percent of Spanish
origin men had income of less than 55,000 in 1975, about
71 percent of minim) of Spanish origin had income of less
than 55,000 (table 8)

The median inconle in 1975 of all families in the United
States ,was i:onsiderably higher, at 513,700, than the
median income of famihes with the head of Spanish origin,
0 59,600. Moreover, differences in family income also
existed between types of Spanish origin families. For
example, the median income of families with the head of
Mexican origin was higher than that for families with the
head.of Puerto Rican origin, and families of other Spanish
origin combined had a substantially higher income than
eitlwr Movcan or Puerto Rican origin families (table 9).

About 630 thousand families with the head of Spanish
origin, one of every four Spanish-headed families, were
below the low-income level in 1975. However, there were
differences in the proporte,ns of low-income families of
Spanish origin by type of :)paoish origin: although only one
of every six families or Cuban origin were of low-income
status in 1975, one of ,:very four families of Mexican origin,
and one of every three families of Puerto Rican origin
were below the low-income level in that year (table 10).

In orores,drut the data coIlected in the March 1976 Current
Popoldrion Surwy, the Buredu of the Census utilized a new
winool,1 oroorssing system designe(i u) take maximum advantage

rh, enodrufed computer capabthties. The revised system
dIso incur om.ites ihdrsy improvements in the procedures used to
proory, the 1,itd: f.or 1 fowled thcCUSSIOn of these improvements
rocor (Iun) tho or;)cessing of income datd see the report: U.S. Bureau
of the Cerr,r, Current Population Reports, Series P-60, No. 103,

t'overty Status ot Families and Persons in the
And 1974 Revisions,- lAdvance Report) U.S.

Gov,,mtoorlt Pr Intioq foco..!, I rqt D.0 1976
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Information in this report on persons of Spankh origin
wd; obtained from response to the following question:

01 German

02 Itahan

03 Irish

04 French

05 Pohsh

06 Russian

07 En;lish

08 Scottish

09 Welsh

Whet is your or;nin or descent?

10 Me, .can-AinP,ican

11 CIncano

12 Mexican

13 Mgxicano

14 Puerto Rican

15 Cuban

16 Central or South American

17 Other Spanish

20 Negro

21 Black

OR

30 Another group not listed

CPS-597 U.S. DEPARTMENT OP COMMERCE
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC ST A C.5T!Li ADMIN.

MUPF, ,SuS

ORIGIN FLASHCARD
CURRENT POPULATION SURVEY

Persons of Spanish origin were persons who reported
themselves as MexicanAmerican, Chicano, Mexican,
Mexicano, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South Ameri-
can, or other Spanish origin. Persons who reported them-
selves specifical.y as Mexican-American, Chicano, Mexican,
or Mexicano Nere consolidated into the one category,
Mexican.

The numbers in thk report are in thousands and were
rounded to the nearest thousand without being adjusted to
group totals; hence, the sum of the parts may not exactly
equal the total shown. Also, because of rounding, the
figures may differ slightly from table to table, and
individual percentages may not always add to 100 percent.
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Figure 2. Spanish Origin Population by Age and Type of
Spanish Origin, for the United States: March 1976
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Figure 3. MetropolitanNonmetropolitan Residence of
Families With Head of Spanish Origin by Type of

Spanish Origin of the Head: March 1976

Total Spanish
origin

Mexican origin

Puerto Rican
origin

Cuban origin

Other Spanisy
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Table 1. POPULATION OF SPANISH ORIGIN BY TYPE OF SPANISH ORIGIN FOR THE
UNITED STATES: MARCH 1976

Num') ht In (Ileiti:Ins

Ivpe or oririn

-------

Number

i.,11 .11 , ;11 i SI! ()111.: I ?I 11,117

',1eN lean 6,599
Itnot.to 1,753

'ulhe 687

Central or South .Nrwriettn 752
(I r Span I sh 1,335

.

',(ot. applicable.

1.:.; ittni les in 'hi s t xm, di; well
subjeet to sampling c,rror. r a

tho "fII!:11!; t ll'l)11111 1)( (,)I1 Heti

ConFidence interval'
0n6 ^uxxxm error

Numhor

10,811 to

Por(.ont

11,123

(1,352 to 6,828 57.9 to 60.7

1,6"9 h) 1,477 11.8 to 1G.8
609 to 765 5.5 to 6.9
670 to 831 6.1 to 7.5

1,226 to 1,441 11.1 to 12.9

as in the rest or this report) are based on sample dala and hence
cfnsus were conducted. the chances are about 68 out of 100 that
in tho one-Ntandard error interval given in uhis tahle.

fable 2. RESIDENCE OF FAMILIES WITH HEAD OF SPANISH ORIGIN BY TYPE OF SPANISH
ORIGIN OF THE HEAD, FOR THE UNITED STATES: MARCH 1376

Numbers k:t thousands)

Residence

Total ram i 1 les

Met ropo i tan 2,096
r.otrx/ cities L,292

Ha lance 804

NonmeIropolitan 403

PERCENT BY =i1ETROPOI.ITAN

t DEN C

Mexican
origin

1,442

1,107
621

486
335

Puerto
Rican
origin

Cuban
origin

436 187

424
357

61

11

183

92

9i

5

Other
Spanish
origlnl

434

382

221

161

53

Total I AMI 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 i00.0

Metropolitan 83.9 76.8 97.4, 97.9 88.0

central. citie; 51.7 43.1 82.0, 49.2 50.9

Mt lancc 32.2 33.7 15.4, 48.7 37.1

Nonmet rop ,I i t an lh.1 23.2 2.6 2.7 12.2

PERCENT HY TYPE OF
SPANISH ORIGIN

l,oal 100.0 57.7

i

1 52.8.M,,..!,pol i t an
'. ,1111'.1.1 Cit il ' 1.1 .(' -)) (1.) . (0) 48.1

Ilal.:11Wo 60.4100.0

Ntuitto t row) I i t :tr
i

.100.0 83.1

Inehui(-; Contral i-t,outh AriRrican and othcr Spanish origin.

17.4 I

20.2

27.6.

8.3 I

2.7

7.5 17.4

8.7

7.L

11.3

1.2

18.2

17.1

20.0

13.2
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Table 3. TOTAL AND SPANISH ORIGIN POPULATION BY AGE AND TYPE OF SPANISH ORIGIN,
FOR THE UNITED STATES: MARCH 1976

...

PC I ' I

.11 , 140 11,11/

100.0

0,591)

100.0 ; 100,0

Ind. r . ,...... ;',.', 12.8
, I , 9 ,,;,,.r

8.2 12.5
I l'i.1 19.0

v..-.F. 5.7 1 6.1
:1 1,, , veil-, 7.0 0.8 ,

14.8 14.7 :

10.8 11.4 ;

11.1 8.1 ;

,. verr . 4.9
10.3 1.8

18 !WI
Ve.ir in .1 01 el'

69,0
03.1

28.9 1

55.7

49.61

20.91

11.1
1.'.8

19.0

6.4

7.5

14.9
10.)

7.8

4.3
3.5

54.9

48.4

:ipanish oririn

Due r t
R1calt

53

100.0

13.4

21.2
6.0

0.7

14.4

12.3

6.6
4.5
2.5

53.0
46.9

20.3 19.6

Cithan

fi87

100.0

5.6
0.0

16.4

5.5

8.0
10.6
16.9

10.0

9.6

72.0
66.5

16.8

Con t ra

S Ott th

Amor lean

Othor
Spwlish

1,335

100.0 100.0

14.1 13.7

11.0 14.1

14.4 19.9
3.7 5.8
5.6 5.7

23.1 12.6
15.5

I

9.4
6.8 7.5
3.7 6.3
2.1 4.9

60.6 52.2
50.9 46.4

25:5 19.1

Table 4. MARITAL STATUS OF PERSONS OF SPANISH ORIGIN 14 YEARS OLD AND OVER
BY TYPE OF SPANISH ORIGIN AND SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES: MARCH 1976

'Fatal

Ma le

.1 p..r ,

. 3,415

(Numbers in thousands)

1

Mexican hierto Rican

Female Male

3,777 2,067

Female Male

2,147 502

Female

Cuban
;

Mule

599 251

Female

Other Spanish'

Male Female

302

:11:0H 1,197 1,006 714 574 198 155 1 79 81
MArried 2,065 2,293 1,259 1,321 287 37 157 165
widoA,d 55 242 30 131 ;

4 .:8 6 33
!)iv,r,...1 99 230 58 121 , 13 43 10 22

1

100.0 100.0 1 100.0 100.) 100.0 00.0 JO.a 100.0

i

1).0 26.6 34.5 26.7 39.5 25.3 31.4
Married 60.5 60.7 00.9 61.5 ; 57.1 62.7 62.0
Wt.6,d 1.0 6.4 1.8 1 6.1 ; n . 8 4 7 2.2

6.3 i 2.8 1 5.7 ' 2. 0 7.3 3.8
r r

Ill 1.1.1 ra I .0i ;;.. t h American and other Spanish origin.

1 I)

596

206

362
9

19

100.0

26.8 34.6
54.7 00.7

11.1 1.5

7.4 3.:

728

199

430
49

49

100.0

27.3
59.1

6.7

6.7
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Table 5, PERCENT OF TOTAL AND SPANISH ORIGIN POPULATION 25 YEARS OLD AND OVER BY TYPE
OF SPANISH ORIGIN, YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED, AND AGE, FOR THE UNITED STA I ES:
MARCH 1976

,

i
I

I

1 111.1

1, 1,1
1.11

1

1,1 1

:iii;1111:11

1c.in

111

Plier 1 e
1(1( an

116/111
1111 Ail

!1 1,.!o.! !Alio LIII.111.1.7111)

! 1 \ !CHI

, t. . 111.1 1.8 18. ; I li . ; li ', ,1)
' t I. 6.0 0 ,.. 1; 1 .6

I!! (1,M H.:. I 2.11 4.9 I! 1.
19.; I 6.1 ! ').: 4.5

t 1' !,,i./4 : 11.8 9.9
1 111,1 !! .1' 1 .1 26.8

,

!

!,11(1 (.0%11'1.1.13AI
. 1 )! III( 11

,1 ! , 1' 111.1 61.1 .10 .2 '1" ...-, 29.8 ill .5 60.i
r ", V. I 01.1 48.7 1 it 73.4

11 , 8O. 43.0 38.3 !! 76.6
!

111 , 32.2 :17.5 60.1 65 .',
, 8 17.9 45.3

36.8 I 3.8 I! 2.

:r!

! !!
, ,t .,). 1f,.; t 11,p1

:1 i 1 r ..;.1111 1!!!eric,in .168 her i-O! or

Tabie 6. BROAD OCCUPATION GROUP OF EMPLOYED PERSONS OF SPANISH ORIGIN 16 YEARS
OLD AND OVER BY SEX AND TYPE OF SPANISH ORIGIN: MARCH 1976

1

-; !!.!

-1; it 1,71

;,!!. ( t noti ...old-,

1 ot .11 ,

r1v, Ill

1

\Icy. I C/111

I , 358
100.i!

Nert o
It itan (:(1ban

160
luo.o

other
.)011,-;11
or it; jai

384
100.0

3.8 34 40.4. l / . 7,1 ! 47.7
I 1.1 1( .0 18.6 11.3

0.8

!;,1 .1 ;0,.t 1110te..8r1,1,-; ).. )3 1 303
IL) ..) 11-10 100.0 ' 100.0 Ion.»

. ,

.,1 ,t r ii TI I t)

C,nt r..1 0r Sou t Amii* I can ;Ind ot or ig in .

.45 .8 "i4.
26.4

8. 3 19.1
0.11!



Table 7, EMPLOYMENT STATUS AND MAJOR OCCUPATION GROUP OF THE SPANISH ORIGIN
POPULATION 16 YEARS OLD ANDOVER BY SEX AND TYPE OF SPANISH ORIGIN, FOR THE
UNITED STATES: MARCH 197::

1111,1 I.

I rt1,,

I 1.111 ,11., 1/f
'11. N it .111

.1 /14 1 I if I,14..1 I '411

4; 1.'1:11 11'14'111 "441,14! till

I. I\ 1111.

.4-1

I

JO.

II

011

'4t4.1)

1 11111.11 1'111, 1.11 .1 1.111.11

1,,11 144.144

().. 1.M1,, 111'11 1

'4(.11.. I

I I

) 110 I I I I 1 I

I .1'. r 4.4 I I 11,.. I

.111 .1 I

t I
I . O..'

.11%11, 1 I--.1111 I:. I I.14 11.'4
4.7

Table 8. INCOME IN 1975 OF PERSONS OF SPANISH ORIGIN 14 YEARS OLD
AND OVER BY TYPE OF SPANISH ORIGIN AND SEX, FOR THE UNITED
STATES: MARCH 1976
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Table 9. INCOME IN 1975 OF ALL FAMILIES AND OF FAMILIES WITH HEAD OF .

SPANISH ORIGIN, FOR THE UNITED STATES: MARCH 1976

Family income
Tota l

families

Families with head of Spanish origin

Total
Mexican
origin

Puerto
Rican
origin

Cuban
origin

Other
Spanish
origin1

Total families (thousands) 56,245 7 499`, 1,442 436 187 434
Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Less than *4,000 8.0 15.5 15.8 20.1 14.0 10.4
*4,000 to .61,999 12.4 19.8 19.2 27.8 13.6 17.1
7 000 to 9,999 12.8 17.0 17.6 18.1 11.4 16.6

*10,000 to :n4,999 22.3 22.6 22.2 20.4 26.5 24.9
*15,000 to .19,999 18.7 14.7 15.1 7.2 17.6 16.6
20,000 to *24,999 11.6 5.8 5.4 3.6 9.7 7.8

25,000 or more 14.1 4.9 4.5 2.8 7.1 7.6

Median income n3,719 ..9,551 :1;9,546 .;')7,291 *11,772 ;',11,067

1Includes Central or South American and other Spanish origin.

Table 10. LOW-INCOME STATUS IN 1975 OF ALL FAMILIES AND FAMILIES WITH HEAD OF
SPANISH ORIGIN BY TYPE OF SPANISH ORIGIN, FOR THE UNITED STATES: MARCH 1976

Numbers in thousands)

Origin Total
population

Below the low-income level

Number Percent

Total families 56,245 5,450 9.7

Families with head of Spanish origin 2,499 627 25.1
Mexican 1,442 381 26.4
Puerto Rican 436 146 33.5
Cuban 187 32 17.1
Central or South American 181 33 18.2
Other Spanish 253 35 13.8

Families with head not of Spanish origin 53,745 4,823 9.0

1 3


